


Arrows 
Jim Griffith

Cruising Fleet 
Cam Bielat

Dolphins 
Dave and Kristen 
Keenan

Flying Scots 
Chris Wright

J24s 
John Heaton

Rainbows 
George Darrell

Solings 
Dave Crysdale  
(from Milwaukee)

William H. 
Noble Award
George Darrell of the 
Rainbow fleet has 
received the William 
Noble Trophy for Best 
Skipper of the Regatta.
	 This award is 
presented to the skipper 
with the best overall score 
during the multi-class 
SSYC Race Weekend 
Regatta. Previous 
winners include John 
Heaton, Ross Adams and 
Rich Traub.

Dave Perry and SSYC History
Dave Perry recently gave a seminar where he related an 
interesting story that involved SSYC – which seemed to have 
changed his life. When he was in college, he attended a major 
regatta hosted at SSYC. He did really well, and so he decided 
after the event to pursue a career in sailing. The rest is history.

Interfleet Regatta
The annual interfleet regatta was held on Sunday,  
August 21st, with the fleet champions from the 2010 season 
competing head-to-head in a three-race series. Special 
thanks goes out to the Flying Scot fleet for loaning seven 
boats for the regatta and being on hand for the boat launch 
and retrieval. Double extra thanks to Jeff Gilman and 
Dick Watson for serving as Race Committee for the event. 
Congratulations to all contestants.

Finishing Order: 
	 1.	 Chris Wright (Flying Scot class)
	 2.	 Jim Griffith (Arrow class)
	 3.	 John Kennedy (Soling class)
	 4.	 Phil Serwich (J24 class)
	 5.	 George Darrell (Rainbow class)
	 6.	 Paul Malm (Dolphin class)
	 7.	 Ches Porter (Cruising class)

Top Place Winners for 
Race Weekend Include:

Dinghy Driver 
of the Year
Congratulations to  
Chris Mitchell, this 
year’s recipient of the 
Peter D. Meenaghan 
Memorial Dinghy Driver 
of the Year. Chris is 
recognized for his overall 
commitment, excellence 
and dedication to the 
harbor.

Romuald and Barbara Poplawski are our 
newest members. They sail a Beneteau 43 out of 
DuSable Harbor and are members of the Joseph 
Conrad Yacht Club in Chicago. As Wilmette 
residents they look forward to connecting with the 
SSYC boating community. Their son Nicholas is 25.

Matthew and Sheila Bower are active in many 
Wilmette community associations. They have loads 
of boating experience and have already joined 
in many of the SSYC activities. They have three 
children: Meghan 23, Shannon 21 and Ryan, 16. 

New Members - Welcome Aboard!

We hope you enjoy this issue of 
Sheridan Shorts. Remember, if you 
have any ideas or submissions  
for upcoming issues, send them to:  
GwenMorrison5@gmail.com

Gwen Morrison, Co-Editor  
Peter Hoyt, Co-Editor

AHOY!  



The Racing Corner
By John Kennedy

I am sitting in the Milwaukee YC, looking at waves 
crashing over the breakwater from last night’s 50 
mph winds, which put a kibosh on racing in the 
Soling North Americans for today. 
	 Did people go home and pout? No, we divided 
into groups, with some off to Zenda to watch the 
Melges 24 NA on Lake Geneva. Some went to the art 
museum for a guided tour hastily arranged by locals. 
And some went to the Harley Davidson Museum to 
hear the sound of choppers. Competitors as friends – 
able to enjoy each other’s company despite the game 
we are here to play out. 

	 I suppose it is true in any life pursuit – people gain 
respect for one another over time and friendships 
result. But I have to say sailing – competitive 
sailing – sort of forces the issue. Are their fleets with 
members who do not speak to each other? Sure – but 
it is not true for the Solings and I know it is not true 
for the other fleets in Wilmette. Hans Fogh and Peter 
Hall, both Canadians and Olympic contenders, fought 
hard during the race yesterday, coming in 1 and 2 
respectively after Peter made just one mistake. But 
there they were, after the race with Hans the sail 
maker, helping Peter fix a Lightning spinnaker for a 
regatta he will be going off to. 
	 As the leaves are turning and the time is near to 
put boats to sleep, it is nice to reflect on the people 
side of what we do as an avocation. The common 
bond of knowing how to start close to the line, ride 
up a steep wave, and put a team together that can 
get around the course in reasonable time tends to 
help the process of developing common experiences, 
the foundation of any friendship. To paraphrase Paul 
Elstrom, “It is not the medals you win, but the people 
you meet along the way that is most important.”
	 Meanwhile, Dave Perry came to SSYC to provide 
racing tips and tactics to about 50 members. People 
seemed to enjoy his sense of humor as one of the 
countries foremost racing authorities. We plan to host 
a series of such events over the cold winter months, 
so stay tuned. 

Club Manager’s Report

Hard to believe that our summer is winding down but 
the beauty of our club is still present. We have a new 
landscaped area on the hill by the playground, all thanks to 
Jim O’Brien (O’Brien & Co.) for a beautiful job – well done!

The summer lunch program ended Sept. 4th and what 
a wonderful turnout we had. Thanks to all who came every 
weekend to make this program a great addition to our club. 
We will be returning June 2, 2012, so stay tuned.

Friday Night Grills have been an overwhelmingly great 
success with Chrissie and her crew from A-La-Carte. Grills 
will continue through the 28th of October, so be sure
to take advantage of the last Fridays in October. Call  
847-256-4102 or e-mail: alacarte.catering@sbcglobal.net

Race Weekend Regatta was once again the highlight 
of the summer, with our fabulous party (20,000 Bricks 
Under The Sea) another hit. Many, many thanks to Dave 
& Kristen Keenan for volunteering once again to head 
up this huge endeavor. They are certainly one of a kind. 
We had just about 200 people for the dinner catered by 
A-La-Carte and dancing to the sounds of music from the 
sea. Many thanks also to Doug & Elsa Felten for taking 
charge of breakfast for the sailors, Chris & Grace Wright 
for taking charge of lunches, Amy Nedoss for the great 
trophy selection, John Kennedy for heading up the Race 
Committee and everyone else who volunteered to help all 
weekend.

Family Fun-Fest was held Aug. 13th in the harbor 
parking lot with games, Dunk Tank, Bouncy House, face 
painting, many concessions and a whole lot of fun. Thanks 
to all the members and families for participating in this 
new event at the club. A special thank you to Sabine and 
her great staff for making this event happen.

The Annual Dog Party was held on Oct. 9th. A fun time 
was had by all.

The Annual Chili Cook-Off will be held on Oct. 23rd. 
Bring your famous chili with recipe and enjoy an evening
of tastings. More information to come.
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Sheridan Shore Sailing School
H H H

By Zac Hernandez

	 Sheridan Shore Sailing School completely 
SOLD OUT our summer youth lessons and 
adult lesson. We topped our numbers from 
last year’s 406 students to this year’s total of 
516 students. Over 100 more sailors than last 
summer! I have to thank my great staff who 
came back to teach the youth of America for 
another summer, as well as Sheridan Shore 
Yacht Club and Wilmette Harbor Association 
for the use of their facilities.
	 SSSS hosted one of the premier junior 
regattas in the U.S.A, the 420 Club National 
Championship from July 16 – 18. Seventy-
one boats from all over North America 

attended. Tom and Ross 
Adams on the RC boat, 
with their team of mark 
boats, fired off 7 races in 
some very challenging 
conditions. The 420 Class 
and all who attended were 
extremely happy about 

how the regatta was run and how many 
boats came to the Midwest. 
	 The High School season for Evanston 
Township HS, North Shore Country Day 
School and Loyola Academy started  
Aug. 23rd. I recently received an email from 
ISSA President Don Shea confirming that 
Loyola Academy is the Largest High School 
Sailing Team in the United States! Loyola 
has 61 sailors on the team this year, and the 
next biggest team in the country only has 25. 
	 SSSS hosted the 14th annual Kick Off 
Classic from Sept. 10th – 11th. The Kick 
Off had another year with over 140 sailors 
attending. The Kick Off Classic is the first 
regatta of the year for Midwest High School 
sailing and continues to be the largest 
regatta of the season. The forecast for the 
weekend was trending on the light side for 
Saturday and extra light for Sunday. The 
RC knocked out 8 Laser races and ten 420 
races on Saturday and with a Sunday end 
time of 1:00, the RC got 3 more laser races 
off and a total of 14 420 races. Congrats to 
Team Minnetonka for winning the Kick Off 
Classic. 

Sailing is a life long sport that the 
whole family can enjoy!



Sheridan Shore 
Yacht Club
Wilmette Harbor
Wilmette, Illinois  60091

SSYC Dates to Remember 
H H H

Log onto our website at sheridanshore.com for additional club information and a complete schedule.

Sunday, Oct. 23 
Chili Party

Saturday, Nov. 12 
Awards 
Dinner

Sunday, Dec. 4 
Annual 
Meeting


